The New York State Golf Association

been among the most interesting in the United States.
Given the state’s outsized role in the beginning
of golf in the U.S, one would expect that the NYSGA
to have been right there at the beginning. But it
took three decades and a high-profile nudge
for New York to form its own governing golf
association.

T he history of the New York State Golf Association has

The American golf boom teed off in the
1880s in various parts of the country. Like
ripples caused by pebbles tossed across

a pond, golf expanded first in the
Northeast and Middle Atlantic states

and made its way across the country.

Nowhere were those footholds more
solid than in New York, with pockets of
golf blooming on Long Island, outside
New York City and in a few cities and
towns throughout the state.

By 1894, golf had graduated beyond a

fad to 50 clubs in the entire country and

had attracted a clientele willing to invest
fortunes in time and resources to grow

the game. With help primarily from golf
professionals — almost exclusively immigrant
Scots and Englishmen — who sensed the sweet
smell of opportunity, the game started to take
hold.

The United States Golf Association (USGA) was formed

that year in Manhattan and started holding its men’s amateur
and open championships. Golf clubs, public courses and golf
associations were popping up across the country, holding
championships, organizing team matches, devising handicaps
and providing a structure for the growth of the game,

However, by 1920 the Metropolitan Golf Association, with a
multi-state view of its role, had emerged as a premier regional
golf association and assumed a leading role in New York’s part
in the golf boom. There were other associations and loose
alliances in pockets of the state, but nothing rose to a level of
governance. New York was, therefore, one of the few states at
that time without its own golf association or championship.

It took an early 1923 column by Grantland Rice, generally
regarded as America’s premier sportswriter, with an assist

by Walter ]. Travis, a leader of the Garden City Golf Club

and proud disruptor of the already staid world of golf, to get
things going. Rice loudly opined in Travis’ American Golfer
magazine that New York state should have its own state
association and championship. He followed that up with calls
to prominent New York golfers.

NEW YORE STATE GOLF ASSOCIATION

Invitations went out to 150 clubs across New York,
describing an association whose objective would be to
“foster closer and more intimate relations in and among
the great body of golfers in this state than is now possible.”

That Aug. 9, at New Hartford’s Yahnundasis Golf Club,
delegates from across New
York unanimously voted to
form the NYSGA, and —
wasting no time — hold the
first men’s championship
later that year.

Travis and Rice’s home
club, Garden City, one of
the nation’s most respected
courses, offered to be the
site of the late October
match-play championship.

Grantland Rice

The first 100 years of the NYSGA were under way.
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The birth of NYSGA

Officers in 1923

Sherrill Sherman, Utica - President
Irving S. Robeson, Rochester - 1st Vice President
Ganson Depew, Buffalo - 2nd Vice President

Don M. Parker, Garden City — Secretary-Treasurer

Executive Committee: John M. Ward, Garden City;
Grantland Rice, New York City; John E Nash, Syracuse;
Richard B. Emmett, Schenectady; Gardiner White, Glen Cove;
Alfred Bourne, Garden City; Clarence Wheeler, Rochester;
and Harry Davis, Buffalo.

Yahundasis Golf Club in New Hartford, the founding
site of the NYSGA.
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Meeting Called at Ultica

-

To Organize

State Golf Association

By GEDRGE THEVOR, |
~ HERRILL SHEHRMAN, Utica's indefatigable golf enthuslast, is hcul‘.:l’{gl
& committee which has for its ¢

State oGlf Association,

Albany, Schenectady. ete.

Why State Body Is Neaded,
Admitting that the ristrict bodiss,

| such as the Weatchestar, Long Ieland | ship, as thiz new association will be
|and, in some extent, the New Jersey

| Bolf aspociations are of necessity ex.
tremely local in scope, thers would
seem 10 he & very real place In the
golfing irmament for a powerful cr-
ganization that would link up all the
golf cluba In this the greategt of
Hiates. Surely if lesser States can
|support golf associations New York
owes it te the game to unite her
golfing sona in an allidnce worthy of
her dignity.

The founders of the New York
Btate Golf Asgociation do not propose
to have their organizat on eonflict
in any way with the efficient Matrs-
politan Assoclation or lesser hodies;
bt rather intend that the “hig
league” shall work with the other
aTlmc:arlam for the mutual geod of
all.

Annual Get-Together.

Mr. Eherman believes that it
would be a marvelous thing tor goll
to have an annual New York Btate
“get-together” tournament. whersin
golfers from Buffalo, New York Clty
and all points in between would
meet in friendly competition. The
promoters vision a Btate champlon-
ship which would come to hold the
impartance of o miniature Natlonal
meeting. Theére are plenty of minor
golf events of local interest on the
calendar right now. but all luo few
tournaments of major Importancs
that atiraet players from a distance
and encourage that interchange of
ideas that alone insures progress,

In order to launch the prajected

|| New YorkR Btate organization. Mr.

Bherman has called a mesting at
the Yahnundasis Golf Club at Utica
on Thuraday. Aug. #, to which rep-
resentatives of all golf clubs in the
Btate are condially invited. *

The following letter. sant to the
respective club secreiaries, s self-

'| explanatory

Sherman's Letter.
“It is proposed to organie the

| New York State Golf Association. to

include avery golf club of the State,

.|more particularly outside the Metro-

politan District. The purpose I8 1o
regulate and promote the sport un-
der the auspices of an assoclation

.| that will be closaly in touch with the

aspirations of the New York Btate
golfers It is Intended to foster
closer and more intimate rejations
in and agong the great body of
golfers in this State than is now
possible and create an opportunity
for an annual meet which will have

Notwithstanding that golf clubs near the me
ttopolis are already afMiliated withe the Metropolitan Asociation, Mr. Sherman
lelieves there {8 & real need for a body which shall embrace the golfing re l‘
sources of the entiee Empire State and bring the metropolitan clubs into|
more intimate touch with the clubs situated near Huffalo, Rochester, Utica,
We are deposed to agre with the man why has
done more than any other individual to promote the welfars of the royal
|and ancient game in that populous and pleasant vast sweep of territory which
| we provincial inhabitants of Bagdad-on the-S8ubway like to call “up-State.”"

a New York

T L T

sfect the arganization of a New York

official sanction as a State champion.

A e . e e

arganized with the full approval and

support of the United Ztates l’_irsl!‘

Agsoclation, t
“The subseribers are heartily in

faver of such an association, Thr_u
have voluntarily associated for the |
purpose or bringing about A meeting
of the reprezentatives of some of {he
more aetive clubs to perfect an or-
ganization and define its scope, pur-
poses and by-laws tentatively

“It is proposed to have a meeting
at &8 p. m., Thursday, Aug. 9, 19813,
at the Yahnundasia Golf Club Utica,
N. Y. This date and place has been
selected because of its central loca-
tion and the fact that the Fifteenth
Annual Tournament of the Yahnun-
dasls Golf Club will take place at
that tlme. An there will normally
be a very representative number ol
zolfers thers, the nucleus of a suc-
cessful meeting i8 assured,

Idea Started Last Winter.

“Bome preliminary steps were
taken last winter and this matter
brought to a formal head at the
tournament of the Rochester Coun-
try Club in Jun# when upon motion
duly propossd, seconded and carried,
the following committae was elected
and instructed to proceed to take the
necessary steps to complete the or-
ganization of the State assoclation.

“In organizing this State associa-
tion, there is no Intent to interfere
with any of the district associations
or smaller leagues, but to have a
larger organization working with the
other organizations in every way for
the mutual good of all.

“This lstter is heing sent 10 some
two hundred and fAfty golf clubs of
New York Btate for thelr considera-
tion of this proposed plan. Replies
outlining your club's pasition in re-
gard tg the formation of the associ-
ation should be mads to Sherrill
Eherman, Chairman, Utica, N. Y.

“If your elub is to be represented
by A delegate ar this organization
meeting. pleass advise Bherrill Bher-
man, Utica, N. Y. time of arrival
and the name of vour delegate and
he will be met and taken care of
If he desires to play in the Yahnun-
dansls Golf Club Tournament AUg.
8, 16, 11, plan on arriving Wednas-
day and eend entry 1o Bherrill 8her-
man, Utica, N. T.

“Organization Committes, lew York
|tate Golf  Assoclation, Sherrill
Sherman, Chairman, Ganson De-
pew. Urving 5. Robeson, John F.
Mash, Richard 8 Emmett, Don M.
Parker, Secretary.

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, August 1923,




1923 through 1929 A Delayed but Successful Start

The Jazz Age; Babe Ruth; The Golden Age of American Sport;
Bob Jones; the Teapot Dome Scandal; Charles Lindbergh;
the 1929 Wall Street Crash

The First Championship

he inaugural NYSGA Men'’s Championship got off
to a promising — if sodden — start. Garden City

was host to the inaugural championship as the first
shots were struck Oct. 24, 1923. Sixty-one golfers qualified
over 18 holes for 16 match-play positions. Despite the
NYSGA's emphasis on a state-wide championship, the
majority of golfers hailed from the metropolitan area,
probably a reflection of both the event’s newness and the
challenges of cross-state travel in 1923,

A
Eddie Driggs from Cherry Valley and Gardiner White,

the 1921 Met Amateur champion from Nassau, carded
77s in solid rain to capture the medal. An early featured
match included heavyweight White vs. Rochester’s Arthur
“Ducky” Yates, a highly regarded former North and South
Amateur champion and future (1927) NYSGA titleist, won
by White. In the end, Driggs captured the finals in an
8-&-7 victory over Garden City member Clifton Mabon,
foreshadowing future NYSGA Men’s Championship wins.

The New York Times concluded that “The first
championship tournament of the newly organized
NYSGA more than justified itself” It further wrote that
a “strong entry in respect to both numbers and class . . .

contended for the title.” Eddie Driggs of
Cherry Valley, the
inaugural NYS Amateur

champion.
1923-29 NYS Amateur Champions
Year Host Club Winner
1923 Garden City GC Eddie Driggs Jr., Garden City
1924 Orchard Park CC Lee Chase, Buffalo
1925 Lido CC Jack Mackie Jr., Inwood
1926 McGregor Links CC Al Brodbeck, Bronxville
1927 Oak Hill CC (East) Arthur Yates, Rochester
1928 Westchester CC (West) George Dawson, Harrison
1929 Mohawk GC Maurice McCarthy, Mt. Vernon
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DRIGGS EASILY WINS
STATE GOLF HONORS

Defeats Mabon by 8 and 7 in
36-Hole Final Over Gar-
den City Links.

VICTOR LEADS FROM START

Makes First Three Holes in 3s
and ls 8 Up for the
Morning Round.

AFTERNOON PLAY 1S EVEN

|Leser Recovers and Holds Cherry
Valley Star to Early Score—
Kerr Beats Thompson.

|
!
]
|.

Special to The New Yorl: Times,

GARDEN CITY, L. L, Cect. 27.—Eddle
Driggas of Cherry Valley is the first
State  amateur golf champlon. The
former Princeton halfback defeated 8.
Clifton Mabon of the home club loday
In the SU-hole final of the initinl tourna-
ment of the newly formed New York
State Golf Assoclatidh at the Garden
City Golf Club, 8 and 7. The match
came to an end on the eleventh green
of tha afternoon round. It was deeided
| much ecarller. At the end of the morn-
ing round the Cherry Valley representa-
| tive stood § up. and the victory was
practically clinched.

Mabon, a veteran in years, compared
to his young opponent, never stood any
chanee of winning. ‘fven had he played
the asort of golf that cnabled him to
put out A, €. Gregson, the congueror
of Captain 'Tippett, it could not have
prevalled against the performance of the
formar Tiger star in the morning reund.
Driggs almost repeated hls remarkable
record of Friday, when he made four 3a
in a row, by dJolng the first three holes
leday fn 3. getting birdles on two_of
thim, mnd negoUating the outgolng
streteh in 88, one under par for ths
difficult nine heoles. It was hia ap-
proach shols and hiz work on the greens
which have saused wlle comment here,
that spelled Mabon‘s defeat. and it was
only by the margln of a halr that he
failed to sink a number of approach
putts for a much lower score.

Mabon did mnot disgrace himsalf by
any means, as Gardiner While, the fa-
vorite im the tourpament, went down
| bufore the Cherry Valley star, 7 and G
the muatch ending on the twelfth hole.
The Garden Clty veteran was only 4
down at that point., $o that his per
formance at least was botter than the
Npssan player's. PFailure to maka rapl-
tal of his opportunitles on the grecns
coat Babon humerous advantages that
he had galned with his steadiness off
the tee. Twa holez In suceession that
he ahould have won he halved, and
lest the [ollowing one. which he should
have halved.

New York Times, October 1923,

Makes o 40,

He taok three putts on the tenth after
Dwrlggs had Lrapped his drive: he miesed
a four-feot putt on the eleventh thak
would have woi for him, and he lost
the twelfth by rinming the cup on &
short putt after getting over the artl-
ficlal mound nicely. As it was, he got
& 47 golng out, which is not at all
bad, but meant notl Ing matched against
the unbeatable plaving of his younger
opponent, who stood 3 up at thy turn.

Driggs waa not as indefatigable com-
ing In .on the morning round, getting
& 89, which s 3 ever par; but Mabon
also fell below his standard for the
first nine holes, and Instead of presslng
hiz advantage feok either a § or
a & on seven holes and became §
down at the end of the round. His
card showed a total of 43 strokes for
tha homestreteh, giving him a total
af 45 for the 15 holes, to Driggs's 785,
Thy local player's blggest asset at the
outset was his stralghinesa down tha
| fatrway; but onee he had lost that and
began to find the rough and the trapa
| with his weel and iron shots he was
' outclassed, He could not hope to beal
' Driggs on distance or with the putter,
tha way thes Cherry Valloy man has
becni golng for the four uays of tha
tournament.

The afternocn round was aitogether
different. Mabon and every one elss
knew that his pHght waa hopeless; but
that did not prevent the Garden City
veteran from golng out and glving
Drlm,s so good o fight that he held the

Cherry Valley star on_ even terma all
the wajy of the cleven holes played. In
the morning round Mabon did not win a
single hole. He started off in the Ill'tﬂ‘r-
noon by taking the first, an
the match was over he had won two
mere.

Both Muke Birdies.

The blg feature of the twenty-nina
holea played was furnished on the sec-
ahd 132-yard green, where both men
got birdie 23, Mabon teed off first and
got o lja twenty feet from tha cup.
Driges sent the ball high ever the
yawning gully to drop four feet from
the pln. It was a remarkably fine elwt
and the hole seemed as good as
but AMabon sank the ball with &« lalm:le
putt and earned o half, to the delight
of the llery. The local player got
into difficulties on the next hole when
he topped his drive, but he eontinued
to battle pluckily to the end. Had it not
been for that heartbreaking score wof
the morning round the match might
hsus gon:: to extra holes the way he

his opponent off. Hoth
dld ﬂm outgolng nina holes In 39.

In the final of the chmnlu‘nahif Th
solatlon H. . Kerr of the 1
defented Ray Thompson of the W
chester Biltmore Country Club, 4 and 3‘
Don McKellar of North Hempstead won
the honors Im the second sixteen cone
solatlon, defeatin E. Rothenburg,
N. Y. 4. C., 8 and &

Mabon started punrlg' in the moming
round by topping his drive off the flrst
tee, fnj ing to g=t over the tnound..

ot on the green -in 2, gettl
le w thn four feet of the In with
r\nash!e :.rp h and sinkin hiz nut:

for a bi 3.

The short second was halved

A long putt of twenty fe&[, enab]gd
Driggs te get a second birdle on the
third, and after the fourth had heen

halved in § he beeame 3 up when his.

nppunent t ol nn extri stroke on the

Ifth. wig uble to get A par 5.
only by ,an

ng o putl from the adge
al thz green. The next four holes were
halved, the sixth in one above the
preacribed number of strokes and the

Continued on Page 8, This Bectlon,

Final Round~H. K. Kerr, Garden Ci |
defeated Ray Thomuson, W utdxugr it |
more G. C., 4 and 3.

. BECOND SIXTEEN CONSOLATION.

e P A
Q. C., §and & o o

Arthur “Ducky” Yates
of Rochester, 1927 NYS
Amateur champion.

—
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1923 through 1929

The NYSGA Open

sensible extension of the

NYSGA's mission and the

fledgling Men's Amateur
championship was the concept of
a New York State Open — that is, a
competition for both the state’s best
amateurs and professionals. The
NYSGA decided to conduct the New
York State Open starting in 1928,

largely funded by the host, Onondaga.

The first New York State Open was
intended strictly for residents of New
Yorlk, but the princely purse of more
than $2,000 — well beyond the norm
for comparable events — drew an
unsolicited contingent of touring
professionals from across the country.
In a Solomon-like decision, the
NYSGA let the foreigners play. Will
Klein, a club professional from Long

Island, won the two-day, 72-hole event

by a stroke over Scotsman-turned-
Chicagoan Bob MacDonald.

The 1929 Open was held at Westchester
the week before and just down the road

from the U.S. Open at Winged Foot,
guaranteeing a “Who’s Who of Golf”

quality field that included Billy Burke,

Harry Cooper, Johnny Farrell, Walter

Hagen and Gene Sarazen (all U.S.
Open or PGA champions). Burke

came out on top, his 1-under 287

beating unheralded George Christ
by four.

The 1930 tournament at Green
Meadow in Harrison in late June
attracted a good field, including
Burke, Wiffy Cox, Farrell and

local favorite Joe Turnesa. Farrell
captured the top prize with a birdie
on the last hole for an even-par 288
and a two-shot victory over Cox.

Despite featuring major tournament
winners and excellent venues, the
New York State Open faced strong
headwinds. The Great Depression
was having its way with professional
sports, especially golf, which was
dependent on business sponsors. In
late 1930, the NYSGA decided to
drop the State Open as financially
prohibitive, intending instead to
focus on amateur events,

The New York State Open remained
mothballed until 1978, when the

Metropolitan section of the PGA
of America successfully revived the

tournament.
NYS Open Results
Year Host Club Winner
1928 Onondaga G&CC Will Klein, Wheatley Hills
1929 Westchester CC Billy Burke, Round Hill
1930 Green Meadow CC Johnny Farrell, Quaker Ridge

Winner Billy Burke tees off at Westchester CC for the 1929 NYS Open.
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Familiar Faces:

The winner of the 1929 NYSGA Men’s
Amateur Championship was Maurice
McCarthy, a Mount Vernon resident
who was also the NCAA champion
playing out of Georgetown.

Rochester’s Arthur “Ducky” Yates,

one of the more colorful players of

New York's Roaring "20s, was a former
football lineman at Yale who strained
the scales at 300 pounds. Yates won not
only the 1927 NYSGA Men's Am, but
also the 1925 North and South Amateur
Championship and was a semifinalist in
the 1931 US. Amateur Championship.

Lee Chase won the 1924 Men's Amateur
in his hometown of Buffalo, winning the
title at Orchard Park. He had also won
the Florida State Amateur that season,
having a winter home down there.

LEE CHASE WINS STATE GOLF_
TITLE; DEFEATS COMSTOCK
7 AND 6; GOUVERNEUR VICTOR|

By H,

New Golf Champion
of New York Siale




Sherrill Sherman

he first president of the

NYSGA was Sherrill

Sherman, son of U.S. Vice : BEAL _ :
President James Sherman (under 5 i A A A Fiag 23
President Howard Taft). The senior e ) DN : -
Sherman imbued his son with a
decision to service. Like Theodore
Havemeyer, the first president of
the USGA, Sherman was the right
person at the right time. A volunteer
to both the NYSGA and his club,
Yahnundasis, Sherman was a rock of
support for decades to both.

Sherman remained NYSGA
president for just two years, stepping
down to assume the role as first vice
president under Don Parker, another
anchor board member in the
NYSGAS earliest years. Over three
decades, Sherman served in every
position the organization could offer.
Notably, whenever issues rose with
other institutions, from banks to the
USGA, it was Sherman who made
the issues go away.

In 1956, he said, “Since the
formation of the state association I
have served continually in different
positions, and it has always been a
matter of great personal pleasure
to have had this opportunity for
continued service.” Sherman could
have been the poster child for
effective board membership.

Furthermore, he was a rare golf
administrator who could also
seriously play the game. Sherman
played in 18 straight U.S. Amateurs,
making it to the semifinals in

1915. He was the Yahnundasis

club champion nine times over 27
years. In 1941, Sherman captured
the NYSGA Senior Men’s Amateur.
In a crowning recognition for his
contribution to the game, Sherman
eventually became a member of the

Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. A g gt | | Sherrill Sherman,
Andrews. TR g | the first president of
i NYSGA in 1923.

Sherrill Sherman of Utica (left) and

Walter Travis of Garden City during a
tournament at Yahundasis in 1920.
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